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RECEIVED 

CENTRAL FAX CBfTER 

Amendment to Claims; 

1. (Onginal) A method for handling items potentially contaminated 
with a pathogenic agent comprising: 

sorting the potentially contaminated items in an enclosure; 

treating at least a portion of the sorted items with a first decontaixiinant 
capable of destroying the pafhogemc agent; and 

treating the enclosure with a second decontaminant. 

2. . (Qrigixxal) The method of claim 1, wherein the first decontaminant 
includes an oxidizing gas. 

3. (Original) Hie method of claim 2, wherein the oxidizing gas 
includes ethylene oxide. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherdum the second 
decontaminant includes an antimicrobial vapor. 

» r 

■ 

5. (Original) The method of claim 4, wherein the antimicrobial vapor 
includes hydrogen peroxide. 

6. (Currently Amended) ^Hbe A method of claim 1, wherein the step of 
treating at least a portion of the aortod itoms - with the first decontaminant is oairi e d out 
for handling items potentiallv contaminated with a patibtojgenic agent comprising: 

sorting the potentially contaminated items in an enclosure: 
treating at least a portion of the sorted items with a fir^^ decontaminant 
capable of destroying the pathogenic agent in a chamber which is selectively 
coxmected with the enclosure and is isolatable from the enclosur e: and 

treating the enclosure with a.second decontammant. . 

7. (Original) The method of claim 6, further including, , prior to the 
step of treating at least a portion of the items with a first decontanodnant: 

transporting the at least a.portion of the items fix>m the enclosure to the 
chamber connected with the enclosure; and 

PAGE 5/13 ' RCVD AT 3/19/2007 5:49:41 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPTO?}(RF-6/44 ' DNIS:2738300 ' CSID: ' DURATION tmm-ss):02-16 



2007 4:48PM Fay SharPe 



No. 7642 p. 6 



-3- 

dosing ofiT the chamber from the eaclosure. 

8. (Origmal) The method of claim 1 , fiirth^ including, prior to die 

Step of sorting: 

introducing the items to the enclosure in a sealed container. 

9. (OriginBl) The system of claim 8, wherein the step of introducing 
the items to the enclosure in the sealed container includes: 

coimecting the sealed container containing the items with an interlock 
which selectively provides access to the enclosure while forming a seal between the 
container and the interlock; 

with the container connected to the interlock, opening the container to 
the enclosure; and 

introducixxg the items to the enclosure jfrom the container. 

10. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the ^closure is 
aixtight or is operated under a negative pressure. 

11. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the ste^ of sorting 

includes: 

using manipulators to sort the items; and 

placijog the items to be decontaminated with the first decontaminant in 

a basket. 

■ 4 

12. (Original) The method of claim 1 , fiirther including: 
loading the at least a portion of the items into a basket; 
transporting the basket into the chamber of a sterilizer connected with 

the enclosure; 

evacuating the sterilizer chamber; and 

introducing gaseous sterilant to the chamber, the items being kept in 
the sterilizer for a sufficient time to decontaminate the items. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 12, further including, after 
the introducing step: 

< 
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aerating the chamber to remove residual steiilant. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 1, IRaxther including, within 
the enclosure, examining at least a portion of the items with an x-ray machine. 

15. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the items include 

mailed items. 

16. (Original) The method of claim 15, fiirther including: 
scannixxg a document in the mail with a scamiing device within tibie 

enclosure to generate a scanned image; and 

txaxxsmitting the scamxed image to a location outside the enQlosure. 

17. (Original) The method of claim 1, further including: 
employing at least one detector capable of detectijog at least one 

pathogenic agent when present at a detectable level within the enclosure. 

18. (Original) The method of claim 17, further including: 
tailoring at least one of the step of treating the enclosure with a second 

decontaminant and the step of treating at least a portion of the sorted items with a jGbtst 
decontaminant accordix]ig to at least one of a type of pathogenic agoit detected and a 
level of the pathogenic agent detected to improve the effectiveness of the at least one 
step. 

19-30. (CanceUed) 

■ * • 

31. (New) A method for handling item$ potentially contaminated 
with a pathogenic agent comprising: 

(a) transporting the items in a sealed container; 

> 

(b) connectixxg the sealed container to an isolated enclosure in an 
airtight manner; 

(c) using manipulators, opening the container to an interior of the 
enclosure, removing the items firom the container into the enclosure, and sorting the 
items within the isolated enclosure; 
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(d) opening an outlet door, between the isolated enclosure and an 
isolated region; 

(e) moving at least a portion of the sorted items through the outlet 
door and the isolated region into a scalable decontamination chamber; 

(f) sealing the decontamination chamber fix>m the enclosure 

(g) treating the portion of the sorted items in the decontamination 
chamber with a first decontaminant capable of destroying the pathogenic agent; 

(h) while the portion of the sorted items is being treated in the 
decontamination chamber, receivixxg and sortixig additional items in the isolated 
enclosure. 

32. (New) Themethodof claim 31, further including: 

after treating the portion of the sorted items in the decontamination 
chamber, removing the treated items directly to atmosphere without going through the 
enclosure. 

33. (New) Iliemethodofclaina 31, further including: 
treating the enclosure with a second decontaminant. 

34. (New) The method of claim 33, wherein the enclosiare is 
treated with the second decontaminant after the items have been removed. 

35. (New) The method of claim 33, wherein treating the portion 
of the sorted items in the decontamination chamber includes: 

evacuating the decontamination chamber 
introducing gaseous ethylene oxide; 

removing the ethylene OTdde jfrom the decontamination chamber; and 
aerating the sorted items in the decontamination chamber to remove 
absorbed ethylene oxide. 

36. (New) The method of claim 35, wherein the second 
decontannunant used to treat the enclosure includes hydrogen peroxide vapor. 
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37. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein the step of treating 
the enclosure with the second decontaminant is perfotmed after the Items have been 
removed from the enclosure. 

38. (New) The method of claim 1 wherein the sorting step is 
performed prior to treating the sorted items. 

• * 

39. (New) The method of claim 38 wherein the sorting step sorts 
items between items which are not suited to treatment by the jfirst decontaminant and 
items which are suited fox treatnaent by the first decontaminant. 
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